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Adelheid Biesecker 

Prof. i. R. Dr. Adelheid Biesecker, *1942. Bis 2004 Professorin für 

Ökonomische Theorie unter besonderer Berücksichtigung ihrer gesellschafts-

historischen Entstehungsbedingungen am Fachbereich Wirtschaftswissenschaft 

der Universität Bremen. Seitdem zahlreiche Vorträge und Veröffentli-

chungen. Arbeitsschwerpunkte: Geschichte ökonomischer Theorie, 

Mikroökonomik aus sozial-ökologischer Perspektive, Ökologische 

Ökonomik, Feministische Ökonomik und Zukunft der Arbeit. Mitglied im 

Netzwerk Vorsorgendes Wirtschaften und in der Vereinigung für 

Ökologische Ökonomie (VÖÖ). 

 

Susanne Elsen 

Prof. Dr. habil. Susanne Elsen, Studium der Sozialarbeit, Wirtschafts-, Sozial- 

und Erziehungswissenschaft; Promotion: Universität Trier, Habilitation: 

Technische Universität Dresden. 

Tätigkeit in den Bereichen nachhaltige Tourismusentwicklung, Community 

Development und Lokale Ökonomie sowie Fort- und Weiterbildung von 

Fachkräften des Sozialbereiches. 

Seit 1992 Lehr- und Forschungstätigkeit als Professorin an europäischen und 

außereuropäischen Hochschulen. Ab 1999 Professorin und Dekanin an der 

Hochschule München und seit 2010 Professorin für Sozialwissenschaften an 

der Freien Universität Bozen. Schwerpunkte in Forschung, Entwicklung und 

Lehre: Soziale Innovationen und ökosoziale Transformation; Entwicklung 

des Gemeinwesens und Solidarökonomie; 
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Matthias Farfeleder 

Der in Niederösterreich geborene Matthias Farfeleder studierte 2005–2013 

Kultur- und Sozialanthropologie und Psychologie an der Universität Wien. 

Forschungsschwerpunkte sind ökonomische Theorien und Systeme abseits 

von westlicher Marktwirtschaft, sozioökonomische Konzepte zu nachhal-

tiger Nutzung der Ressource Erde im Bereich der Landwirtschaft, Anthro-

pologie der Globalisierung und integrative Organisationsanthropologie und 

-psychologie. Für seine Diplomarbeit zum Thema Solidarökonomie forschte 

er unter anderem bei Biobauern in Uganda. Zur Zeit arbeitet Matthias 

Farfeleder in einer Betreuungsstelle für Asylwerber in Oberösterreich. 

Born in Lower Austria, from 2005 to 2013 Matthias Farfeleder studied 

Cultural and Social Anthropology and Psychology at the University of 

Vienna. Research priorities are economic theories and systems apart from the 

western market economy and socio-eonomic concepts of sustainable use of 

the resource earth, especially in the field of agriculture. Furthermore fields of 

interest are anthropology of globalization and integrative organizational 

ethnology and anthropology. For his thesis on Solidarity Economy, among 

others, he conducted research on organic farmers in Uganda. Currently 

Matthias Farfeleder works in a care center for asylum seeking people in 

Upper Austria. 

Geir Hyrve 

Geir Hyrve is an Associate Professor at Sør-Trøndelag University College, 

faculty of Health Education and Social Work. He taught in the master 

program in public administration and the bachelor program in social work. 
He has more than 20 years of experience from a wide range of evaluations in 

public sector. He has written several textbooks. 

Oscar Kiesswetter 

Oscar Kiesswetter ist Wirtschaftspublizist und Betriebswirt. Er berät 

Genossenschaften in der Start-up-Phase und schult deren Führungskräfte. 

Seine Machbarkeitsstudien haben zahlreiche Vorhaben ermöglicht, die den 

Genossenschaften innovative Tätigkeitsbereiche erschlossen und Südtirol als 

Drehscheibe unterschiedlicher genossenschaftlicher Kulturen etabliert 
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haben. Als Geschäftsführer der Genossenschaft für soziale Innovation und 

Forschung SOPHIA leitet er derzeit den Aufbau einer Institution für 

angewandte Forschung, die innovative Lösungen in der Sozialwirtschaft und 

zukunftsfähige Modelle für neue Solidargemeinschaften entwickeln wird. 

Terry Koenig 

Terry Koenig, PhD, LSCSW is Associate Professor, in the School of Social 

Welfare at the University of Kansas. Her scholarship examines ethical 

decision-making within medical, mental health, gerontological and 

international social work contexts, e.g., ethical dilemmas faced by caregivers 

of frail elders, ethical issues for multidisciplinary teams in addressing 

hoarding cases, tensions between personal and professional ethics, and the 

use of Taoism to inform social work practice. Dr. Koenig is a Fulbright 

Scholar to Kazakhstan where she taught social policy and studied social 

development. She teaches social work practice, human behavior theory and 

critical analyses of theory across all levels (i.e., undergraduate, graduate and 

doctoral) of the social work curriculum. 

Claudia Lintner 

Claudia Lintner is currently a PhD student in the Faculty of Education at the 

Free University of Bolzano (Italy). Her research project deals with the social 

and economic embeddedness of migrant economies in Northern Italy. Her 

main research topics are: critical migration research, migrant entrepreneur-

ship, social development, social policy and ethnic minorities. 

Markus Litz 

Dr. Markus Litz studied Art History, Medieval History, Theatre Sciences and 

Philosophy in Cologne and Munich. Since 1993 he has been Director of the 

Goethe-Institut in Sudan, Bangladesh, Argentina and Pakistan. He is 

currently a lecturer in Cultural Sciences at the University of Munich and 

guest-lecturer at the Free University Bozen-Brixen. 
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Walter August Lorenz 

Walter Lorenz is a professionally qualified social worker who taught social 

work in Ireland and since 2001 at the Fee University of Bozen / Bolzano, Italy 

where he is also academic Head of the university. His research interests and 

publications concern comparative aspects of methodology and social policy 

as well as intercultural pedagogy.  

Lucjan Miś 

Lucjan Miś, dr hab. professor at the Jagiellonian University in Cracow 

(Kraków), Poland. I work in the Institute of Sociology, Section of Applied 

Sociology and Social Work. I am the author of three books on social 

problems and about 80 articles published in the professional journals and 

books, mostly in Polish. I research unemployment, crime and alcoholism in 

Poland in the temporary perspective (from the period of so-called "state 

socialism" until now). In addition, I research new methods and technologies 

of social work and developments of Polish social policy.   

Sylvia Rainer 

Sylvia Rainer has earned a Bachelor degree in Social Work from the 

University of Brixen-Bressanone, Faculty of Education, in 2002 and a 

Master’s degree in Methodology and organization of Social Work from the 

University of Trento, Faculty of Sociology, in 2005. 

She enroled to the PhD programme in General Pedagogy, Social Pedagogy 

and General Education at the University of Brixen-Bressanone in 2011. 

Sylvia Rainer has accrued working experiences as a Social Worker in the 

Basic Social Services of Brixen-Bressanone and Bozen-Bolzano as well as in 

the provincial administration, at the Office for people with disabilities. 

Her research project aims to explore social participation of elderly people, 

with particular regard to people with intellectual disabilities in advanced 

age. The research approach is of qualitative nature and encompasses the 

collection of life histories. 
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Anja Salzer 

Anja Katharina Salzer (M.A.) has studied social anthropology and 

geography with a focus on post-Soviet countries (Central Asia and South 

Caucasus) at the Universities of Tübingen and Berlin, Germany. Before 

starting her PhD at the Faculty of Education of the Free University of Bozen-

Bolzano, Italy she was working as a freelancer, consultant and trainer in the 

fields of civil society engagement, environmental and global education, 

nature conservation, natural resource management and development 

cooperation. 

Rick Spano 

Rick Spano, PhD, LSCSW is an Associate Professor in the School of Social 

Welfare at the University of Kansas. His areas of scholarship include the 

history and philosophy of social work and ethical decision making in social 

work practice. For over ten years, Dr. Spano has conducted a study abroad 

course in Costa Rica for social work students. He joined Dr. Koenig in 

Kazakhstan to explore cross-cultural issues in ethical decision making for 

social work practitioners and those in related disciplines. He has been a 

social work administrator and educator for 45 years and a clinical 

practitioner for 50 years. Dr. Spano teaches practice, professional ethical 

decision making, and history and philosophy of social work across all levels 

(i.e., undergraduate, graduate and doctoral) of the social work curriculum.   

Laura Speicher 

Laura Speicher, native from Germany, earned her Bachelor’s degree in Social 

Work at the Free University of Bolzano-Bozen in 2011. She is currently 

writing her Master’s thesis at the same institution, on qualitative research 

she has conducted during a research internship with Joe Duffy at Queen’s 

University Belfast. Her work experience varies from work with homeless 

people and refugees to children and young people in care. The current 

research interest is the British approach to service user involvement in social 

work education and the desirability and possibility to adapt and implement 

it at the Free University of Bolzano-Bozen. 
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Silvia Staub-Bernasconi 

Prof. Dr. habil. Silvia Staub-Bernasconi (1936), Dipl. Social Worker, Professor 

of Social Work. Social Work Studies in Zurich and USA (UN-Fellowship); 

Study of sociology, social ethics and pedagogy at the university of Zurich. 

Professor for social problems, social work theories, methods and Human 

Rights at the Zurich School of Social Work (1967–1997), the University of 

Fribourg/CH (1984–2007), the Vienna University of Economy and Business 

(1993–2012), the Technical University Berlin (1997–2003); guest lecturer at the 

University of Trier and Siegen; founding member, director of the Master of 

“Social Work as Human Rights Profession” in Berlin (2002–2012); Co-

founder of and lecturer at the International Master of “Social Work as a 

Human Rights Profession” (2014). Member of the Academic Board and 

lecturer of “International Doctoral Studies in Social Work” (INDOSOW). 

Vice-president of the German Society of Social Work (1993–2011).  

Interest areas: Social work as science of social action; transnational social 

work; human, especially social rights. Kendall Awardee 2012 (World 

Conference in Hong Kong). 

Marek Szepski 

Marek Szepski, Doctor of Sciences (D.Sc). He cooperates with Frycz 

Modrzewski Cracow Academy. Main fields of interests: computer 

simulations, statistics and Internet communication.  mszepski@afm.edu.pl 

Uta von Winterfeld 

PD Dr. Uta v. Winterfeld, *1957. Projektleiterin in der Forschungsgruppe 

Zukünftige Energie- und Mobilitätsstrukturen am Wuppertal Institut und 

Privatdozentin am Fachbereich Politik- und Sozialwissenschaften der Freien 

Universität Berlin. Forschungsschwerpunkte: Naturbeherrschung und 

gesellschaftliche Naturverhältnisse; Nachhaltigkeit und Gender; Partizi-

pation, Governance und Demokratie; Anpassung an den Klimawandel. 

Mitglied im Netzwerk Vorsorgendes Wirtschaften, in der AG Frauen im 

Forum Umwelt & Entwicklung, im Komitee für Grundrechte und Demo-

kratie und im wissenschaftlichen Beirat von attac. 
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