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Welcome to the the ACM Summerschool on Recommender Systems!

11 years ago strands organized a summer school that helped to initi-
ate the founding of the ACM Conference Series on Recommender Sys-
tems that already celebrated its tenth issue last year. This year’s first 
ACM SIGCHI Summer School on Recommender Systems is again an 
event that should support the future development of the community of 
researchers and practitioners in this fast evolving field. However, this 
would not be feasible without generous support. We therefore would 
like to thank the ACM SIGCHI for funding this summer school via the 
specialized conferences development fund as well as the Free Univer-
sity of Bozen-Bolzano for providing additional resources and infrastruc-
ture services.

Nevertheless, the most important part of a summer school are people. It 
is therefore a great pleasure to welcome around 100 engaged participants 
and 16 leading researchers who volunteered to serve as speakers. The 
strong and very intense program consists of 19 two-hour sessions cov-
ering a broad range of topics from an algorithmic as well as an method-
ological perspective and will also include hands-on sessions. In addition 
upcoming and trending topics such as recommending to groups or affect 
and personality-based recommendation approaches will be addressed.
Last but not least, also the Doctoral Symposium (DS) of the RecSys’17 
conference that will be held in Como from August 27th to 31st is inte-
grated into the program of this summer school and the DS takes place 
as a parallel track on the last day of the summer school. 

Robin Burke, DePaul University
Francesco Ricci, Free University of Bozen-Bolzano
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Xavier Amatriain

Xavier Amatriain is VP of Engineering at Quora, where he leads the team building 
the platform to share and grow knowledge in the Internet. Before Quora, he was a 
Research/engineering Director at Netflix, where he led the team building the famous 
Netflix recommendation algorithms. Previously, Xavier was a research scientist at 
Telefonica Research and a research director at UCSB. With over 50 publications (and 
almost 3k citations) in different fields, Xavier is best known for his work on machine 
learning in general and recommender systems in particular. He has lectured at differ-
ent universities both in the US and Spain and is frequently invited as a speaker at con-
ferences and companies. His 4-hour lecture on Recommender Systems for the 2014 
Machine Learning Summer School has had over 15k views on Youtube. Xavier has 
been closely involved with the ACM Recsys conference since its first edition. Among 
several other roles, he was general co-Chair for the conference in 2010.

Balázs Hidasi

Balázs Hidasi is the Head of Data Mining and Research in Gravity Research and De-
velopment. He started working at Gravity in 2010 as a Data Mining Researcher and 
was appointed to lead the research activities of the company in 2015. Simultaneously 
he began working on his PhD at the Budapest University of Technology and got his 
summa cum laude PhD in 2016. His research is (mostly) focused on novel collaborative 
filtering machine learning methods with the aim of making recommendations more 
accurate. This covers a wide range topics from matrix and tensor factorization to neu-
ral networks. He is one of the pioneers and evangelists of deep learning methods in 
the recommender systems community. He published a seminal paper on using deep 
learning for session based recommendations in 2015 and he is the main organizer of 
the Deep Learning for Recommender Systems (DLRS) workshop held in conjunction 
with RecSys in 2016 and 2017. He has published his research in prestigious journals, 
such as the Springer journal Data Mining and Knowledge Discovery; has presented at 
conferences such as ICLR or RecSys; and has participated in EU funded research pro-
jects with recommendation aspects such as CrowdRec or enCOMPASS.Alejandro Bellogín

Alejandro Bellogín is Lecturer at Universidad Autónoma de Madrid (UAM). Previously, 
Alejandro held a post-doctoral research grant associated to the Centrum Wiskunde 
& Informatica (CWI), where he worked with Prof. Arjen de Vries. In November 2012, 
he defended my PhD dissertation under the supervision of Prof. Pablo Castells and 
Dr. Iván Cantador at Universidad Autónoma de Madrid. His research is focused on 
recommender systems, in particular, adaptations from the information retrieval area, 
such as performance prediction techniques, evaluation methodologies, and probabil-
istic models.

Dietmar Jannach

Dietmar Jannach is a full professor of computer science at TU Dortmund, Germany, 
where he heads the e-service research group of the department. His research focus is 
on applying artificial intelligence technology to practical application with a special fo-
cus on recommender systems. In 2003, he co-founded a technology startup company 
that focused on adaptive interactive selling solutions. Dietmar Jannach is the author of 
numerous scientific publications in different fields of AI and one of the authors of the 
textbook “Recommender Systems – An Introduction”.

Marco de Gemmis

Marco de Gemmis is Assistant Professor at the Department of Computer Science, Univer-
sity of Bari Aldo Moro, Italy, where he received his PhD in Computer Science in 2005. His 
primary research interests include content-based recommender systems, natural lan-
guage processing, information retrieval, text mining, and in general personalized infor-
mation filtering. He authored over 100 scientific articles published in international jour-
nals and collections, proceedings of international conferences and workshops, and book 
chapters. He was program committee member for international conferences, including: 
ACM Recommender Systems; User Modeling, Adaptation and Personalization (UMAP), 
and served as a reviewer for international journals, including: User Modeling and User 
Adapted Interaction; ACM Transactions on Internet Technologies. He was invited speaker 
at several universities, including: University of Roma 3, University of Basque Country San 
Sebastian, University of Cagliari, University of Milano-Bicocca, University of Naples Fed-
erico II, and at Workshop on Semantics-Enabled Recommender Systems at ICDM 2016.

Shlomo Berkovsky

Shlomo Berkovsky is a Principal Researcher at CSIRO. He is the leader of the Interac-
tive Behavior Analytics team and works on projects on personalized information deliv-
ery, human-machine trust, and cybersecurity. Shlomo’s broad research areas include 
user modeling, personalization, recommender systems, and persuasive technologies. 
He is the author of more than 100 papers published in journals, books, and conference 
proceedings. His works have won the Best Paper Award of the AH-2006 and HIC-2016 
conferences and 4 iAward prizes. Shlomo served on the organizing committee of 9 
conferences (as the general, PC, workshops, tutorials, or doctoral consortium chair) 
and also chaired 14 workshops. In the coming years he will chair the RecSys-2017 
and IUI-2018 conferences. Shlomo has presented 5 invited talks and 9 tutorials on 
the areas of his research, including at IJCAI, WWW, KDD, and WISE conferences. He 
recently presented a course on personalization and recommendation technologies at 
a summer school on Information Retrieval.
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Cataldo Musto

Cataldo Musto is Assistant Professor at the Department of Computer Science, Uni-
versity of Bari Aldo Moro, Italy. He completed his Ph.D. in 2012 with a dissertation 
on “Enhanced Vector Space Models for Content-based Recommender Systems”. His 
research focuses on the adoption of techniques for semantic content representation 
in recommender system, user modeling, and intelligent adaptive platforms. He was 
an invited speaker at the workshop on Semantic Adaptive and Social Web (SASWeb) at 
UMAP 2012 and at the first workshop on Financial Recommender Systems (FINREC 
2015). He gave a tutorial at UMAP 2016, and he has published over 50 papers and 
served as reviewer or co-reviewer in the Program Committee of several conferences 
in the area as ACM Recommender Systems, ECIR, UMAP and WWW.

Fedelucio Narducci

Fedelucio Narducci is a PostDoc Research Fellow at the Department of Computer 
Science, University of Bari Aldo Moro, Italy. He is also member of the SWAP (Seman-
tic Web Access and Personalization) research group of University of Bari Aldo Moro. 
His primary research interests lie in the areas of machine learning, recommender 
systems, user modeling, and personalization. He completed his Ph.D. in 2012 with 
a dissertation on Knowledge-enriched Representations for Content-based Recom-
mender Systems. From April 2012 to July 2014 he worked as a PostDoc Researcher at 
the university of Milano-Bicocca on the SMART (Services & Meta-services for smART 
eGovernment) project with a specific focus on cross-language information retrieval 
and filtering. He has published more than 50 papers and served as a reviewer and 
co-reviewer for international conferences and journals in the areas of recommender 
systems, user modeling, and personalization.

Judith Masthoff

Professor Judith Masthoff is a chair in Computing Science at the University of Aber-
deen. Her research is in personalization and intelligent user interfaces. She has au-
thored many papers on recommender systems, particularly on group recommender 
systems and explaining recommendations, with over 1500 citations to this work. She is 
Editor in Chief of the User Modeling and User-Adapted Interaction journal, and a direc-
tor of User Modeling Inc., the professional association of user modeling researchers.

Alan Said

Alan Said is Lecturer at The University of Skövde. He holds a PhD from Technishe 
Universität Berlin. Prior to joining the University of Skövde, Alan held various positions 
in industry and academia; He was a machine learning engineer at Recorded Future 
(2014-2016). He was Senior Researcher (2014) in the Multimedia Computing research 
group at Delft University of Technology. He was awarded an MSCA Alain Bensoussan 
ERCIM Fellowship at Centrum Wiskunde & Informatica (2013-2014). Alan’s research 
spans the fields of user modeling, personalization, recommender systems, evaluation, 
and reproducibility. He frequently serves on Program and Organization committees of 
top venues and journals such as ACM RecSys, WWW, ACM CIKM, ACM UMAP, ACM IUI, 
UMUAI, TWeb, TKDD, etc.

Pasquale Lops

Pasquale Lops is Assistant Professor at the Department of Computer Science, Uni-
versity of Bari Aldo Moro, Italy. He received the Ph.D. in Computer Science from the 
University of Bari in 2005 with a dissertation on “Hybrid Recommendation Techniques 
based on User Profiles”. His research interests include recommender systems, ma-
chine learning and user modelling. He authored over 200 articles published in inter-
national journals, international collections, proceedings of national and internation-
al conferences and workshops, and book chapters. He participated in more than 20 
funded research projects. He was Area Chair of User Modelling for Recommender 
Systems at the International Conference on User Modeling, Adaptation and Personal-
ization (UMAP) 2016, and Senior Program Committee member of the ACM Conference 
on Recommender Systems since 2014. He co-organized more than 20 workshops re-
lated to user modeling and recommender systems. He was a keynote speaker at the 
1st Workshop on New Trends in Content-based Recommender Systems (CBRecSys) at 
RecSys 2014; at the Social and Semantic aspects of recommender systems - A work-
shop on advances in recommender systems (RecSoc 2015). He gave the interview “Be-
yond TF-IDF” in the Coursera MOOC on Recommender Systems.

Bart Knijnenburg

Bart Knijnenburg is an Assistant Professor of Human-Centered Computing at the 
Clemson University School of Computing. Bart received his PhD from the University 
of California, Irvine, where his research focused on personalized privacy decision sup-
port systems and the user-centric evaluation of recommender systems. At Clemson, 
he is the co-director of the Humans-And-Technology Lab (HATLab). He has received 
over $1M of funding from NSF and the Department of Defense, and he works on us-
er-centric recommender system research in close collaboration with several compa-
nies and institutes. Bart is the author of more than 50 papers published in journals, 
books, and conference proceedings. His paper on Explaining the User Experience of 
Recommender Systems has consistently been among the top-3 most downloaded pa-
pers of the UMUAI journal since its publication.
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TIME MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

8:15–10:15 Deep Learning
(Balázs Hidasi)

D0.01

Evaluating RS
(G. Shani)

D0.01

Affect & Personality 
Aware RS

(M. Tkalcic)
D0.01

Recent Developments 
of Content-Based RS

(G. Semeraro, 
M. de Gemmis, P. Lops, 
C. Musto & F. Narducci) 

D0.01

10:15–10:45

10:45–12:45 Opening and 
Introduction Keynote 

(D. Jannach)
D0.01

Matrix & Tensor 
Factorization

(P. Symeonidis)
D0.01

Evaluating RS 
(G. Shani)

D0.01

Group RS
(J. Masthoff)

D0.01

Recent Developments
of Content-Based RS

(G. Semeraro, 
M. de Gemmis, P. Lops, 
C. Musto & F. Narducci)

D0.01

12:45–14:00

14:00–16:00 Deep Learning
(Balázs Hidasi)

D1.01

Matrix & Tensor 
Factorization

(P. Symeonidis)
D0.01

User Experience
(S. Berkovsky & 
B. Knijnenburg)

D0.01

Scalable RS 
in Industry

(X. Amatriain)
D0.01

Tools and Replication 
of RS Research

(A. Said & A. Bellogín)
D0.01

16:00–16:30

16:30–18:30 Deep Learning
(Balázs Hidasi)

D1.01

Affect & Personality 
Aware RS

(M. Tkalcic)
D0.01

User Experience
(S. Berkovsky & 
B. Knijnenburg)

D0.01

Scalable RS 
in Industry

(X. Amatriain)
D0.01

Tools and Replication 
of RS Research

(A. Said & A. Bellogín)
D0.01



Giovanni Semeraro

Giovanni Semeraro is Full Professor of Computer Science at University of Bari Aldo 
Moro, Italy, and teaches “Intelligent Information Access and Natural Language Pro-
cessing”, and “Programming languages”. He leads the Semantic Web Access and Per-
sonalization (SWAP) research group “Antonio Bello” at the Department of Computer 
Science of the University of Bari Aldo Moro, Italy. He was one of the founders of AILC 
(Italian Association for Computational Linguistics) and he is on the Board of Directors. 
From 2006 to 2011 he was on the Board of Directors of AI*IA (Italian Association for Ar-
tificial Intelligence). He has been a visiting scientist with the Department of Information 
and Computer Science, University of California at Irvine, in 1993. From 1989 to 1991, he 
was a researcher at Tecnopolis CSATA Novus Ortus, Bari, Italy. His research interests 
include recommender systems; machine learning; AI and language games; intelligent 
information mining, retrieval, and filtering; semantics and social computing; natural 
language processing; the Semantic Web; personalization. He served as Program Co-
chair of ACM RecSys 2015 and as General Co-chair of UMAP 2013, IIR 2013, SemExp 
2012, IIR 2012, IIA 2008, AI*IA 2008, SWAP 2007, CILC 2006, and as Program Co-chair 
of Decisions@RecSys 2013 & 2012, DART 2013, 2012 & 2011, RSmeetDB@DEXA 2013 
& 2012, SeRSy@RecSys 2013 & SeRSy@ISWC 2012, DEMRA@UMAP 2011, SPIM@ISWC 
2011, EC-Web 2010, SWAP 2010, Web Mining 2.0@ECML/PKDD 2007, ISMIS 2006, Web-
Mine@ECML/PKDD 2006, IEA-AIE 2005.

Panagiotis Symeonidis

Panagiotis Symeonidis received a Bachelor (BA) in Applied Informatics from Mace-
donia University of Greece in 1996. He also received a Master diploma (MSc) in Infor-
mation Systems from the same University in 2004. He received his PhD in Web Mining 
and Information Retrieval for Personalization from the Department of Informatics in 
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece in 2008. His research interests include web 
mining (usage mining, content mining and graph mining), information retrieval, col-
laborative filtering, recommender systems, social media in Web 2.0 and online social 
networks. He is the co-author of 3 international books, 1 Greek book, 4 book chapters, 
18 journal publications and 29 conference/workshop publications. His articles have 
received more than 1400 citations from other scientific publications.

Marko Tkalcic

Marko Tkalcic is Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Computer Science at the Free 
University of Bozen-Bolzano, Italy. He received his PhD from the University of Lju-
bljana in 2011. After a postdoc at the University of Ljubljana, he worked as postdoc at 
the Johannes Kepler University in Linz, Austria from 2013 to 2015. From 2016 he is 
with the Free University of Bozen-Bolzano. His research explores ways in which psy-
chologically-motivated user characteristics, such as emotions and personality, can be 
used to improve personalized systems. It employs methods such as user studies and 
machine learning. Dr. Tkalcic has published in prestigious journals, such as Elsevier 
Information Sciences, Springer UMUAI and most recently IEEE Transactions on Affec-
tive Computing. He has presented at venues, such as RecSys and UMAP. Recently he 
edited the book Emotions and Personality in Personalized Systems with Springer. He 
is active in organizing conferences (RecSys 2017, UMAP 2017) and workshops (EM-
PIRE, SOAP, HUMANIZE), editing special issues, and reviewing for prestigious journals, 
conferences and grant bodies.

Guy Shani

Guy Shani is a Full Professor in the department of Software and Information Systems, 
at the Ben Gurion University. Previously, he was a researcher at Microsoft research, 
in the Machine Learning and Statistics group, working on various recommendation 
systems applications. He is interested in recommender systems research, mostly fo-
cusing on novel applications of machine learning, user interfaces for recommender 
systems, and the evaluation of recommendations. In addition, he is also interested in 
automated planning under partial observability and uncertainty, and in applied ma-
chine learning in agriculture.
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SOCIAL DINNER @ CASTEL FLAVON

24th August 2017
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Piazza
Domenicani

Piazza
Università

Largo Kolping

NOTES

MEETING POINT

Shuttle service:
Largo Kolping
19:00 h

RESTAURANT ADDRESS

Castel Flavon:
Via Castel Flavon, 48


